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           English Statement of Intent
The National Curriculum states

‘English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently, are effectively disenfranchised’
Aims
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
· read fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
·  acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
·  appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

At Westgate Primary School, we provide a robust and ambitious English curriculum; developing our pupils to become curious, creative and independent communicators who are skilled in both formal and informal contexts. We incorporate various class texts and other high quality literature in English and Reading lessons. We use challenging vocabulary and encourage critical thinking across our lessons. We encourage the development of lifelong readers who are inspired to learn about the world around them beyond their normality and have the skills and motivation to independently choose to read for pleasure. 
 
As a school, we use our expertise to have a strong focus on mastering basic skills in phonics/reading, spelling, grammar, punctuation and handwriting. Using a robust progression of skills approach, developed from the National Curriculum and supported by Lancashire Key Learning, all aspects of our English curriculum are rigorously planned for to ensure all pupils make progress despite any barrier.

From the start of Reception at Westgate, we immerse children in books and a love of reading from day one. Our curriculum is planned around carefully considered key core texts each half term. These high quality texts are vocabulary rich and inviting and, most importantly, capture our children’s interests and imagination. We ensure that a wide range of different genre’s and key skills are covered across the year, providing children with a solid and secure foundation, ready for Year 1 and beyond.
How is English taught at Westgate?

Our skills progressions for Reading and Writing and sequences of learning are listed under each year group’s tab. 
Daily English lessons
At Westgate, Reception to Year 6 use the Lancashire planning circle sequence where every unit of work follows a progression of reading skills into writing skills, across a wide variety of genres.  Grammar and punctuation skills are embedded within the units and are taught at the start of each English lesson through the ‘imodel’ sequence (based on Pie Corbett sequence). Every unit has the following;

· Creating Interest (hook/vocabulary development)

· Reading phase (40-50% of the unit)

· Gathering Content Phase (planning)
·  Scaffolded/modelled writing outcome 
· Independent writing outcome (key writing skills assessment). 
Units of work vary in length, depending on the genre and targeted key skills. 
We ensure there is a heavy emphasis on the development of vocabulary throughout the units taught, providing children plenty of opportunities to apply this new knowledge. 

Reading in Reception and Year 1
Here at Westgate, we understand the importance of developing vital early reading skills.
Currently, children in Years Reception, Year 1 and 2 (in the first term at least) access direct phonics teaching twice a day (see the phonics statement for further details).
Environments across the school are language rich. In Reception, books are available in all areas of provision. Inviting books corners with books relevant to current topics and themes are available as well as children’s favourite books, including poems and rhymes. They are encouraged to become involved in daily story time and bring in their favourite books from home. Children are immersed in print and adults carefully model new vocabulary, encouraging children to use it in context and apply it in a variety of different situations. Classrooms have a vocabulary display and new vocabulary is taught weekly. This constantly re-visited and these words are later added to a ‘word jar’ to re-read and review. 
Key core texts are shared with the children and are carefully planned to ensure that they challenge and stretch and provide children with an awareness of different text types. There is a focus on both word reading and comprehension, children are encouraged to question, clarify their thinking, make predictions, explain and summarise their thoughts. Children see adults as readers from the very beginning and adults share their love of books daily with all children.
Whole Class Reading lessons

Years 2-6, continue to build reading skills through whole class reading lessons. These lessons take place 3 times a week and focus on developing fluency, vocabulary and comprehension skills. Texts are mapped out term by term to ensure children have further access to a wide diet of genres, themes as well as increasing the challenge as the year progresses.
In addition to these lessons, teachers also read to their children each day. Reading spines are currently being developed across the school to ensure further opportunities for our children to experience wider reading and varying themes.  

Phonics (click here to access Westgate Phonics statement)
Home Reading
Where children are still developing their word reading skills through phonics, their home reading book is closely matched to their phonics phase (see Phonics statement).

Once children have ‘cracked the phonics code’, they move onto the banded books and then the Accelerated Reader Programme in Key Stage Two. 

Children are expected to read at least 3 times a week at home, which is monitored in every classroom. Monthly reading raffles and parental events across the school provide opportunities to further celebrate and encourage good reading habits. 
Reading for Pleasure

We want all children to love reading! Across the school, we ensure that children have a wide and varied reading diet so they can experience the joy that reading can bring. There are many ways in which we promote the love of reading.
 Here are just a few.....
· All teachers read daily to the children (class novel time).
· Teachers sharing their passion for reading with the children.

· Reading clubs such as Fantastic Book Awards.

· Children have a reading for pleasure book alongside their ‘scheme’ book

· Class libraries where children have a say in what goes in there. 

· Regular quiet reading time across the school week to read for pleasure.

· Development of ‘Reading Spines’ for each year group to ensure a wide variety of authors, text types and genres are offered. 

· Enrichment opportunities from external sources such as Virtual Author visits, visits from local library services and celebration days such as World Book Day. 
· Regular reading events with parents to promote and celebrate reading.

· Termly Reading news letter to parents. 
This is certainly not an exhaustive list as reading for pleasure is something we are continually promoting across the school and in the community. 
Spelling
Once children are Phase 5 secure, they start accessing spelling lessons. Lessons are taught 4-5 times per week and follow the ‘No Nonsense’ spelling scheme across the school. In addition to this, children have regular, dedicated time to practice targeted spellings for their year group (or ability) in morning activity time. 
Handwriting 
In Reception and Year 1, the children are taught using print. This is taught alongside the vital motor skills required to allow the process of writing more successful later. 

From Year 2 onwards, the children are taught pre cursive style, moving onto cursive when ready. 
Handwriting lessons are taught daily in Years 1 and 2. This then moves to three times a week in lower Key Stage Two. 
Our systems across the school quickly identify if children are falling behind in aspects of English and we have various targeted interventions to address this need. 

