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Show curiosity and ask
questions:

Ask questions to find out more
and to check they understand
what has been said to them.
(Communication and language)

Make direct comparisons
Identify, sort and group:

Use talk to help work out
problems and organise thinking
and activities, and to explain
how things work and why they
might happen. (Communication
and language)

Show resilience and

Make observations using their
senses and simple equipment

Explore the natural world
around them. (Understanding
the world) Describe what they
see, hear and feel whilst
outside. (Understanding the
world)

Develop their small motor skills

Record their observations by
drawing, taking photographs,
using sorting rings or boxes and
on simple tick sheets:

Connect one idea or action to
another using a range of
connectives. (Communication
and language)

Describe events in some detail.

Use their observations to help them to answer their questions:

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep

familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. (Communication

and language)

Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.
(Communication and language)

Describe events in some detail. (Communication and language)
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perseverance in the face of so that they can use a range of (Communication and language) Compare length, weight and capacity. (Mathematics)
challenge. (Personal, social and tools competently, safely and
emotional development) confidently. (Physical
development)

Count objects, actions and
sounds. (Mathematics)

Education
Programme Understanding the World Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of
children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them — from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important
members of society such as police officers, nurses and fire-fighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with
words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

Characteristics of
Effective Learning e Playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’

e Active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements

e Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things

Early Learning Goal ELG: The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will:
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read

in class
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.




